Albany Human Relations Commission
Annual Report (January — December 2015)

The Human Relations Commission (HRC) was established in 2007 “to promote harmonious relations
among the citizens of Albany” through recommendations of “programs, activities, ordinances,
expenditures and other appropriate governmental activities which will serve the goal of maintaining
respectful interactions within our community.” (Ord. 5671 § 1,2007; Ord. 5665 § 1, 2007).

A brief review of Commission activities during 2015 is set forth below. A history of Commission -
membership and attendance is attached to this report.

January 2015
Graham Kislingbury joined the Commission, replacing Nancy Greenman.

Commission members hosted and participated in reading Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a
Dream” speech at City Hall on January 15, 2015.

The Commission introduced and passed a Limited English Proficiency Plan to assist community .
members who have limited English when visiting and doing business with the City.

The Commission explored the viability of a Latino Business Economic Impact Study given the
rise in Latino owned- and minority-owned businesses in Albany.

The Commission examined the results of the failed Measure 88 proposal, which would have
granted driving privileges to undocumented residents of Oregon and Albany.
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February 2015
» The Commission began the process of electing a new chair for the HRC. Postponed until more

commissioners could attend.

» The Commission heard testimony of a community member who was the victim of graffiti in the
form of a swastika spray painted at their residence. Commission suggested the creation of
community policing and a community watch program.

» The Commission examined updates of the Sunrise Park project. It had run into a wetlands issue
that needed to be studied. Commissioner Dodge Vera requested the issue of making the viability

- of making the park “smoke free.”

» Commissioners Dodge Vera and Cervantes in tandem with the Hispanic Advisory Committee met
with the Corvallis Chamber of Commerce to discuss acquiring an internship to conduct a survey
on the economic impact of minority businesses.

» Commissioner Cervantes attended the Linn-Benton Community College Unity Celebration on
February 25. During the event, the LBCC Poetry Club performed spoken-word poetry and
honored recipients of the Analee Fuentes Diversity and Social Justice Award as well as the Gary
Westford Community Connections Award. :

March 2015
» The Commission took the recommendation of City Councilman Rich Kellem that the HRC

Award be expanded to include private businesses in addition to nonprofit agencies and the
individual recognitions.

» Commissioner Kislingbury researched and documented how the HRC came to be as a
commission. It was recommended that the history be added to the HRC website.

» Commissioner Kislingbury commented that he attended the Black-Jew Dialogues hosted at Linn-

- Benton Community College. He noted the program as very useful and “well done”!

» Commissioners Berg and Equinoa made the 2014 Human Relations Award presentations at the
March 11 City Council meeting. Commissioners Whitley and Cervantes also attended the -
presentation. The recipients were: Individual Category: Winner: Jim Lawrence; Nonprofit
Category: Winner — Linn-Benton Hispanic Advisory Committee ; Runner-up — Albany Historic
Carousel and Museum.




April 2015
» The Commission’s 2014 Annual Report was received by the Albany City Council on April 8.

» Javier Cervantes was elected as the new HRC Chair.

» Testimony was heard regarding the eviction of two residents from the New Heritage Apartments.
The Commission, via Wes Hare, offered to facilitate connecting the residents to community
resources,

May 2015
» Data was shared by Wes Hare regarding minority-owned business and their impact on Albany.

The data was taken from the 2007 Economic Census Survey. It also showed that 272 minority-
“owned businesses are located in the city of Albany.
> Commissioners Whitley and Berg represented the HRC at the HEART to Heart Resource Fair on
May 14.
> Wes Hare attended the Coffee with a Cop event on May 21.
» Commissioner Kislingbury attended the LBCC OneVibe Diversity Day event at the college on
May 13 on behalf of the HRC.

June 2015
» No meeting due to lack of a quorum.
» Commissioners Cervantes and Equinoa attended the Community Forum — Educational Equity for -
Latino Families on June 4.,

July 2015
» Denise Hughes-Tafen joined the Commission, replacing Debbie Berg, who resigned.

» Commissioners Equinoa and Kislingbury attended and volunteered at the River Rhythms concert
- series as greeters and donation collectors.

August 2015
» August meeting was canceled.

» Commissioner Equinoa volunteered at a River Rhythms concert as a greeter and donation
collector.

September 2015

» The Commission endorsed the Mental Health Awareness Week Proclamation scheduled to be .

read at the September 23 City Council meeting put forth by the Linn County Mental Health
Program Manager.

» Commissioners Dodge Vera, Kislingbury, and Equinoa participated in Festival Latino on

September 20,

» The Commission discussed a misunderstanding between the APD and a Corvallis motorist that

escalated into accusations of possible discrimination due to racial difference. During the

. discussion, it was revealed that not every car driven on patrol by APD is equipped with dashboard

cameras. This unfortunate incident happened to involve a patrol car that did not have a dashboard

camera in this unfortunate interaction. The Commission further discussed body cameras as a

protective measure for both APD officers and the public.




October 2015

>

The Commission held its annual joint meeting with the Hispanic Advisory Committee (HAC) of
Linn and Benton Counties. The groups discussed how the City and the HAC could support each
other’s mission moving forward. The meeting also featured discussions about expanding the
support of the Festival Latino, the relationship with Albany Parks and Recreation Department.
The HRC and HAC decided that it would be beneficial to have semiannual joint meetings instead
of just one.,

. Community members brought forth an issue related to the lack of valid identification for many

members of the community, particularly undocumented residents of Albany. The residents
described living in fear, not being able to volunteer for their children’s school, nor give blood due -
to the lack of 1D,

The Commission began planning for the fourth reading for honoring MLK in January. It was
offered that the speech would be MLLK’s Nobel Peace Prize Acceptance Speech.

The Commission began the process of seeking nominations for the 2015 Human Relations
Awards.

The Commission cosponsored the film showing of Tim Wise’s White Like Me. Commission

- Chair Cervantes facilitated the discussion after the screening. Approximately 60 community

members were in attendance.

Members of the Commission, Parks & Recreation, Albany Police Department, LBCC, and the
public attended a public lecture from author, essayist, and antiracist advocate Tim Wise held at
LBCC. Approximately 400 people were in attendance.

November 2015

>
>

>

>

Commissioner Cervantes attended the November 2 Coffee with a Cop event.

Commissioners Whitley, Equinoa, Kislingbury, and Cervantes attended the Annual Summit on

Homelessness on November 4. :
Captain Eric Carter (Albany Police Department), Dr. Don Nelson (Linn County Sheriff’s Office),
and Captain Todd Vian (Linn County Sheriff’s Office) described how their agencies engage
individuals with mental illness including the process of going through jail, community access to
services, and stigmas.

The Commission discussed exploring municipal identification cards and if it was a feasible
alternative for vulnerable members of the Albany public. The lack of LD. issue was raised by

- public attendees at the Summit on Homelessness. The issue was raised that homeless people

sometimes do not have valid I.D. which poses a difficult problem for them. One person at the
summit even noted that he got out of jail and had no I.D. and used his prison-issued I.D. to
identify himself. Further discussion was to be scheduled.

The MLK commemoration speech was to be the acceptance of the Nobel Peace Prize.

December 2015

>

>
>
>

Commissioner Kislingbury volunteered for the Annual Mental Health Association Christmas

" Dinner on December 7.

Commissioner Cervantes attended the OSU Extension Services holiday potluck on December 16.
Commissioners Kislingbury and Equinoa attended the Homeless Persons’ Memorial Day
observance on December 21,

The Commission recommended that for the January 13, 2016, City Council meeting the City
Council consider removing the term limit for HRC members.




Conclusion: As members of the Human Relations Commission, it is a pleasure to continue to promote
harmonious relations among the citizens of Albany through our recommendations and support for
activities that serve the goal of maintaining respectful interactions within our community. We have met
that goal to the best of our ability and feel our output is commendable, considering limited resources. The
Commission members believe the commission is still needed and valued and there is still a lot of work to -
do. We thank the City Council for your support.

Respectfully submitted,
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